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After a short stay at the San Juan Bosco 

School in La Vibora, he returned to Güines in 
1955 to take the reigns as director of the Sale-
sian San Julian School, where he had pre-
viously spent time as a seminarian. In 1959, 
he was officially named ‘‘Adopted Son’’ of his 
resident town and continued his impressive 
educational career in 1960 by receiving a doc-
torate degree in Arts and Philosophy from the 
University of Santo Tomás de Villanueva. He 
remained in Güines until May 1961, when 
Cuba’s private educational institutions fell 
under the dictatorship’s control and he was 
forced into exile. 

From there, Father Mendez moved to Puer-
to Rico, becoming director of the San Juan 
Bosco School from 1963 to 1969. Later in 
1969, he received a Master’s in Education 
from the University of Puerto Rico, where he 
was subsequently hired as faculty in the uni-
versity’s Humanities Department. In 1970, Fa-
ther Mendez held a similar position as pro-
fessor of humanities at the University of the 
Sacred Heart in Santurce, and in 1972 he re-
ceived another Master’s Degree in Hispanic 
Studies from the University of Puerto Rico. In 
June of 2000, he was recognized by the 
House of Representatives of Puerto Rico for 
having been designated by the University of 
the Sacred Heart as Professor Emeritus of 
that institution. 

Since 1963, Father Mendez has served as 
Spiritual Director and Chaplain of the Amer-
ican Military Academy and has held the same 
title for the Circulo Cubano de Puerto Rico 
since 1970. Over the course of his long and 
decorated professional and clerical career, Fa-
ther Mendez has impacted the lives of count-
less young men and women who have at-
tempted to live by the principles and values he 
has always preached. As a result, Father 
Mendez has gained the respect, admiration, 
and gratitude of all those who have had the 
good fortune of learning from him. 

From all the people you have touched by 
your kindness and example, Father Mendez, 
happy 80th birthday. 
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HONORING SISTER PATRICIA 
FISCHER, O.P. 
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Monday, June 14, 2004 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you 
today to recognize a woman of God, Sister 
Patricia Fischer, O.P. for her outstanding con-
tributions in the field of education and religion. 

Sister Patricia was born in Adrian, Michigan. 
She attended St. Joseph Catholic Elementary 
School, and graduated from Adrian Catholic 
Central High School. She received her Bach-
elor of Administration degree from Sienna 
Heights University in Adrian, and her Masters 
degree in Educational Leadership from Wayne 
State University, Detroit. Sister Patricia also 
holds several certificates of completion for 
courses in Theology, Scripture, and Spiritu-
ality. 

Sister Patricia, as a member of the Adrian 
Dominican Sisters took her first profession of 
vows on December 29, 1961 under the reli-
gious name of Sister Janice Ann. Her final 
profession was made on December 29, 1966. 
In 1969 she resumed her baptismal name of 

Patricia Ann Fischer. Sister Patricia’s edu-
cational ministry began in Illinois. She held the 
position of teacher at St. Joseph School, 
Homewood, St. Lawrence School, and St. 
Carthage School of Chicago, and the Infant 
Jesus of Prague School, Flossmoor. Upon her 
reassignment to Michigan she accepted a po-
sition teaching at St. Leo School in Detroit. In 
1975, she began a 29-year tenure as principal 
of St. John the Evangelist School in Fenton. 
Upon stepping down from her position as prin-
cipal, Sister Patricia will return to the 
Motherhouse as an administrator. Sister Patri-
cia has received numerous awards for her in-
valuable service and dedication to the commu-
nity. She was honored by the Knights of Co-
lumbus, St. John the Evangelist Parish, St. 
John the Evangelist School, and the Principals 
Academy of Washington, DC. In addition to 
her position as principal of St. John Evangelist 
School, she sits on the Board of Admissions 
for the Adrian Dominican Sisters, on the board 
of St. Joseph Academy in Adrian, and serves 
as Co-Chair for the Diocese of Lansing Dioce-
san Services Appeal. Sister Patricia is also a 
St. John Evangelist RENEW Leader (Faith 
Formation), as well as a member of several 
St. John the Evangelist Parish committees, 
and she is a member of the Diocese of Lan-
sing School Accreditation Teams. Sister Patri-
cia is without a doubt a counselor, spiritual ad-
visor and a friend to many. Our community is 
certainly a better place because of her pres-
ence. 

I know Sister Pat would want me to point 
out that the love, prayers and support of her 
family has greatly contributed to her overall 
success. She has three sisters, Nancy Coch-
ran, Janice Mann, and Martha Sue Marquis. 
She has several aunts including her mother’s 
sister, Sister Clarine, S.S.N.D. and eight 
nieces and nephews. 

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of Congress, I 
ask my colleagues in the 108th Congress to 
please join me in paying tribute and congratu-
lating Sister Patricia Fischer upon her retire-
ment from the Catholic School System. Sister 
Pat has inspired many in the field of edu-
cation. She has and continues to serve the 
Lord with the greatest devotion. I pray that the 
Lord will continue to bless Sister Patricia as 
she carries on her quest to spread the word 
of God to all. 
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I would like to pay 
tribute to a brave human rights leader on the 
world stage, Ms. Hauwa Ibrahim. On June 17, 
Ms. Ibrahim will be honored by the Tahirih 
Justice Center during its Seventh Annual Ban-
quet. Ms. Ibrahim, who has exerted extraor-
dinary efforts to protect and promote the rights 
of women under Sharia law, is an inspiration 
and it is my pleasure to pay special tribute to 
this extraordinary woman. 

Ms. Ibrahim resides in Nigeria and is a sen-
ior partner in the general law practice of the 
ARIES law firm and is also the legal aid coun-
sel. She has been a defense counsel to over 
40 Sharia-related cases that she has under-

taken on a pro bono basis. Ms. Ibrahim serves 
as a consultant relating to the application of 
Sharia law to many international and non-gov-
ernmental organizations including the United 
Nations Development Program, Lawyers With-
out Borders, and the European Union Com-
mission on Nigeria. 

In addition, since 1999, Ms. Ibrahim has led 
a team of defense lawyers in addressing 
issues corresponding to the implementation of 
Sharia law. She is best known in this country 
for being the lead counsel for Amina Lawal, 
the Nigerian woman who was spared death by 
stoning for having a child out of wedlock. 

At the Tahirih Justice Center Banquet, ‘‘A 
Woman’s Life, A Child’s Future: A World of 
Possibilities,’’ Ms. Ibrahim will be honored with 
the Pushing the Envelope award. The Tahirih 
Justice Center, a Virginia-based organization, 
is one of the nation’s foremost pro bono legal 
advocacy organizations for women and girls 
fleeing human rights abuses. Since opening its 
doors in 1997, Tahirih has assisted over 4,000 
women and girls fleeing horrific abuse 
throughout the world. Tahirih works to trans-
form policies, develop regulations, and estab-
lish precedent so that systemic change will en-
sure the long-term protection of women and 
girls from violence. I commend their work to 
protect and promote justice for women and 
girls worldwide. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Ibrahim is a leader in 
women’s rights and I ask my colleagues to 
join in praise of Ms. Ibrahim’s commitment and 
hard work. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO ELEVENTH 
ANNUAL KEYSTONE CENTER 
AWARD WINNERS 
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Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, it is my ex-
treme pleasure and privilege to take this op-
portunity to pay tribute to Ralph R. Peterson, 
for being awarded the Leadership in Industry 
Award, and Daniel L. Ritchie, who received 
the Leadership in Education Award, at this 
year’s Eleventh Annual Keystone Center 
Awards Dinner. 

Honorees are individuals selected for their 
leadership, commendable problem solving 
skills, and their efforts to seek consensus- 
based solutions to some of the most difficult 
challenges facing society. The honorees have 
also been recognized by their peers for out-
standing achievement in their respective fields 
and have contributed to society in ways that 
demonstrate the Keystone Center philosophy. 

Ralph R. Peterson is currently the Chairman 
and CEO of CH2M Hill, a global engineering 
and consulting firm. Mr. Peterson oversees 
over 160 offices in six countries worldwide. 
CH2M Hill has consistently topped ‘‘Best 
Places to Work’’ articles from various media 
outlets and is constantly being praised for the 
contributions made to the surrounding commu-
nities. 

Daniel L. Ritchie contributions to the Univer-
sity of Denver have been both in the form of 
monetary donations, his knowledge and his 
time. Mr. Ritchie serves as the Chancellor, 
without pay, for the University of Denver. Dur-
ing his tenure with the University, Chancellor 
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